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Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Green  Park, 
Bath. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bathavon,  Frome  and  Keynsham 
District  Councils. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  second  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  combined  districts  of 
Bathavon,  Frome  (Urban  and  Rural)  and  Keynsham. 

I wish  to  thank  again  all  Members  of  the  respective  Councils 
and  the  Council  staffs  for  their  continued  co-operation  during  one 
of  the  most  vital  years  in  our  history,  a year  in  which  local  authorities 
have  been  called  upon  to  deal  with  extra  work,  which  at  times 
has  seemed  almost  overwhelming. 

The  year  has  been  a very  satisfactory  one  from  a general 
health  point  of  view  and  no  epidemics  of  any  real  consequence 
have  occurred.  This  is  very  pleasing  to  record  as  in  these  times 
of  stress  and  strain  with  their  attendant  burdens  of  overcrowding, 
deficient  ventilation,  lack  of  correct  food  balance  and  the  various 
other  inconveniences,  the  general  opinion  was  that  the  soil  was 
ripe  for  the  bursting  forth  of  numerous  epidemics.  It  is  a matter 
of  satisfaction  to  all  health  authorities  that  such  epidemics  have 
not  occurred,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  increased  vigilance 
which  has  been  necessary  will  continue  to  have  such  satisfactory 
results. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  H.  G.  Hector  Denham. 


November,  1941. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  present  mild  type  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  persisted  through- 
out the  year,  at  times  reaching  epidemic  proportions  in  parts  of 
the  area.  The  mortality  has  been  nil  and  little  in  the  way  of 
complications  has  been  reported.  The  mildness  of  the  disease 
continues  to  make  control  difficult  owing  to  the  undoubted  existence 
of  unrecognised  cases.  The  routine  measures  for  control  outlined 
in  last  year’s  report  are  being  continued. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  MEASLES. 

39  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  88  cases  of  Measles  were 
notified  during  the  year,  the  case  mortality  being  2.6  and  2.3 
respectively. 

Protective  inoculation  against  both  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough  has  been  carried  out  by  private  Practitioners  in  the  area, 
who  have  reported  success  in  both  diseases.  No  application  has 
been  made  by  any  Practitioner  for  any  of  the  L.C.C.  Measles  serum 
and  therefore  no  report  on  the  value  of  this  is  available. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

There  were  61  cases  of  Diphtheria  with  2 deaths,  giving  a 
case  mortality  of  3.3%. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  has  been  carried  out  almost  con- 
tinuously throughout  the  year,  but  in  very  few  districts  has  the 
75%  immunisation  necessary  to  abolish  the  disease  from  the 
community  been  achieved.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  by 
making  the  inoculations  readily  available  in  most  parts  of  the  area 
the  desired  percentage  will  eventually  be  reached.  With  this  end 
in  view  the  schools  have  been  visited  as  frequently  as  practicable 
and  fixed  Clinics  established  at  the  Frome  Dispensary  on  Wednesday 
afternoons  and  at  9 Green  Park,  Bath,  on  Saturday  mornings. 
The  carrying  out  of  the  work  in  rural  areas  presents  great  diffi- 
culties as  one  finds  that,  particularly  when  various  infectious 
diseases  are  prevalent,  several  visits  are  necessary  before  the 
second  inoculation  can  be  completed.  Other  factors,  such  as  the 
reorganisation  and  breaking  up  of  evacuee  schools  and  the  constant 
coming  and  going  of  evacuee  children,  have  also  contributed  to  the 
difficulties  experienced. 
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I should  like  to  give  a special  word  of  praise  to  the  teachers 
who  have  co-operated  so  excellently  in  the  carrying  out  of  immunisa- 
tion in  the  schools.  It  has  usually  been  impossible  to  give  them 
a definite  time  for  the  visits  and  these  must  frequently  have  been 
anything  but  convenient,  but  in  not  a single  instance  did  they  ever 
demur  or  withhold  their  most  complete  and  valuable  assistance. 
If  one  could  only  say  the  same  for  a number  of  the  parents  the  work 
would  have  been  greatly  facilitated.  It  does  seem  strange  to 
account  for  the  continued  apathy  still  manifested  by  a certain 
section  of  the  community  towards  prevention  of  this  dread  disease. 
It  would  a’most  seem  as  though  notliing  short  of  a severe  epidemic 
of  Diptheria  would  have  the  desired  effect  of  impressing  forcibly 
on  them  the  advantages  of  the  policy  that  prevention  is  better 
than  cure.  This  was  particularly  demonstrated  in  one  country 
school  where,  after  the  first  visit,  when  some  20  children  were 
inoculated  a case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  village.  This  had 
the  effect  of  causing  over  50  children  to  be  presented  for  inoculation 
at  the  next  visit  thereby  causing  dislocation  of  the  work  and  necessi- 
tating further  visits  to  the  school.  One  can  perhaps  be  excused 
from  voicing  a feeling  of  regret  that  the  parents  who  write  a very 
definite  NO  on  the  consent  forms  sent  to  them  could  not  have  the 
opportunity  of  spending  a few  hours  in  a Diphtheria  ward  and 
viewing  first-hand  the  effects  of  this  preventable  scourge. 

The  repeated  occurrence  at  intervals  over  a number  of  years 
in  one  part  of  the  area  of  a very  fulminating  type  of  Diphtheria  with 
fatal  results  prompted  a letter  to  be  addressed  to  the  Practitioners 
in  this  area  requesting  their  assistance  in  measures  directed  to  the 
prevention  of  further  recurrence  of  this  disease.  I wish  to  thank 
the  Practitioners  concerned  for  their  prompt  co-operation,  and  hope 
that  their  efforts  will  prove  successful. 

A stock  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  Serum  continues  to  be  held 
at  each  of  the  Council  Offices  in  the  area  to  serve  the  needs  of 
Practitioners  during  the  day.  Out  of  office  hours,  that  is,  between 
the  hours  of  5 p.m.  and  9 a.m.,  the  serum  can  be  obtained  from  the 
following  premises  : — 

Bath  City  Police  Station  for  the  Bathavon  Rural  District. 

Keynsham  P.A.  Institution  for  the  Keynsham  Urban  District. 

Victoria  Hospital,  Frome,  for  the  Frome  Urban  and  Frome 
Rural  Districts. 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. 

As  invariably  happens  in  war-time  with  its  necessary  herding 
together  of  large  sections  of  the  community,  reports  of  increased 
notifications  of  cerebro-spinal  fever  were  received  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  Fortunately  the 
control  of  the  disease  in  this  area  presented  no  difficulty  as  the 
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cases  remained  sporadic,  and  in  no  instance  did  a second  case  arise 
from  any  of  those  notified.  The  method  of  control  adopted  from 
the  outset  was  the  removal  to  hospital  of  any  suspected  case  and 
nasopharyngeal  swabbing  of  immediate  contacts,  such  swabs  being 
delivered  direct  to  the  laboratory  after  being  kept  warm  in  an  in- 
side poeket  or  under  the  bonnet  of  a car.  In  two  cases  positive 
results  were  obtained.  These  people  were  both  isolated  at  home, 
as  their  circumstances  justified  this,  and  they  received  small  doses 
of  M.  & B.  693.  Negative  results  were  obtained  from  both  within 
a week.  Advice  is  given  to  all  persons  living  in  the  house  regarding 
gargling  and  the  taking  of  all  sensible  precautions,  and  exclusion 
from  work  advised  in  the  case  of  indoor  workers  who  mix  freely 
with  others.  Swabs  were  taken  from  all  whose  work  brought  them 
in  contact  with  food  or  drink. 

The  case  mortality  of  the  disease  in  this  area  was  high,  35%, 
due  chiefly  to  the  fact  that  the  numbers  were  small  and  the  disease 
in  most  cases  of  the  fulminating  type.  It  was  nevertheless  pleasing 
to  observe  the  often  dramatic  effect  of  treatment  with  sulphanila- 
mide.  A number  of  the  patients  whom  one  saw  transported  to 
hospital  in  a delirious  semi-comatose  condition  were  often  back 
home  in  three  weeks  without  apparently  showing  any  traee  of  the 
brain  affection  wliich  used  to  be  such  a common  sequela  of  this 
disease.  This  is  due  entirely  to  the  specific  remedial  effect  of  the 
drug  sulphanilamide  and  more  particularly  sulphapyridine,  generally 
known  as  M.  & B.  693,  in  arresting  the  growth  of  the  causative 
organism.  The  therapeutic  effect  of  this  drug  has  provided  the 
medical  profession  with  one  of  the  most  powerful  weapons  in  its 
crusade  against  disease. 

ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS. 

One  fatal  case  occurred  in  the  area.  This  was  a schoolbo}’, 
aged  14,  who  attended  one  of  the  schools  evacuated  from  London. 
He  was  immediately  removed  to  hospital  but  all  efforts  at  treatment 
were  unavailing  and  he  died  three  days  after  admission.  There 
was  no  history  of  contact  with  the  disease  and  fortunately  no 
further  cases  developed. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  bulk  of  the  bacterological  and  other  laboratory  work 
is  carried  out  by  the  County  laboratory'  at  Taunton.  For  the 
more  urgent  cases  however,  where  the  earliest  possible  confirmation 
of  the  diagnosis  is  desirable,  the  material  for  examination  can  be 
submitted  to  the  Royal  United  Hospital,  Bath,  or  the  Institute  of 
Preventive  Medicine,  Bristol  University.  The  analysis  of  routine 
samples  of  water,  milk  and  food  stuffs  is  also  carried  out  in  the 
County  laboratory. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Bathavon  Rural. 

A motor  ambulance  is  available  at  Bath  City  Isolation 
Hospital  and  the  Paulton  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  for  the 
transport  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

The  ambulances  of  the  Bath  City  Council  and  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Association  are  available  for  non-infectious  and 
accident  cases. 

Keynsham  Urban. 

A motor  ambulance  is  available  at  the  Paulton  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  to  take  patients  to  hospital  suffering  from  an  infectious 
disease.  Other  ambulance  services  are  provided  by  the  Bristol 
City  and  Marine  ambulance  and  the  ambulances  of  the  Bath  City 
Council. 

Frome  Urban  and  Frome  Rural. 

Infectious  cases  are  taken  to  the  Shepton  Mallet  Isolation 
Hospital  by  the  motor  ambulance  provided  by  that  hospital. 

Other  cases  are  taken  by  the  ambulance  provided  by  the 
Frome  Ambulance  Committee. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  home  nursing  for  the  area  is  provided  by  the  Somerset 
County  Nursing  Association,  the  distribution  of  the  Nurses  is  as 


follows  : — 

Bathavon  Rural. 


Nurse  Mosey, 

15,  Gloucester  Bdgs., 
Lower  Swainswick. 
'Phone  5235. 

Nurse  Vicary, 

The  Bungalow, 
Batheaston, 

'Phone  8388. 

Nurse  Monk, 

4,  Evelyn  Road, 
Newbridge,  Bath. 
'Phone  7763. 


Part  Lansdown,  Lan- 
gridge.  Upper  and 
Lower  Swainswick, 
Bailbrook,  Woolley, 
Tad  wick. 

Batheaston,  Banner- 
down,  St.  Catherine, 
Bathford,  Shocker- 
wick,  Bathampton. 

Corston,  Upper 
Weston,  Marksbury, 
Newton  St.  Loe, 
Stanton  Prior. 


Peasedown,  Wellow, 
Foxcote,  Shoscombe 
Dunkerton. 

Peasedown  St.  John. 

'Phone  Radstock  3258. 


Nurses  Brown  and 
Whitehall, 

Haig  Cottage, 
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Bathavon  Rural, 
Contd. 

Nurse  Green, 

4,  Saltwell  Avenue, 
Whitchurch. 

Whitchurch. 

Nurses  Ellison  and 
Clark, 

Longwood  Cottage, 
Claverton  Down. 
’Phone — 

Combe  Down  2169. 

Combe  Down,  Monk- 
ton  Combe,  Claverton, 
Southstoke,  Midford, 
Englishcombe, 
Inglesbatch,  Combe 

Hay. 

Nurse  Pethick, 
The  Bungalow, 
North  Road, 
Timsbury. 

Priston,  Tunley, 
Camerton. 

Nurse  Lye, 

Horse  Pond  Farm, 
Faulkland. 

Freshford,  Hinton 
Charterhouse. 

Keynsham  Urban. 

Nurse  Stidson, 

52,  Charlton  Road, 
Keynsham. 

’Phone  265. 

Keynsham,  Queen 
Charlton,  Burnett. 

Nurse  Stanton, 

17,  Norman  Road, 
Saltford. 

’Phone  49. 

Saltford,  Kelston, 
Part  Keynsham, 
Northstoke,  Chewton 
Keynsham. 

Frome  Urban. 

Nurses  Cobden, 
Kitch,  Watts  and 
Hopes, 

26,  Weymouth  Road, 
Frome.  ’Phone  13. 

All  Frome  Urban 
District  and  Selwood. 

Frome  Rural. 

Nurse  Newman, 

1,  Fairfield,  Rode  Hill, 
Rode. 

’Phone — 

Beckington  80. 

Rode,  Berkley, 
Lullington,  Becking- 
ton, Orchardleigh, 
Lavington  Wool  vert  on, 
Tellisford,  Rode  Hill. 

Nurse  Searle, 
Oakhill, 

Nr.  Bath. 

Leigh  on  Mendip. 

Nurse  Carter, 
Mells. 

Mells,  Chantry,  Upper 
and  Lower  Vobster, 
Whatley. 

Nurse  Mees, 
Upper  Merifield, 
Lipyeate. 

Highbury,  Kilmersdon, 
Coleford,  Lipyeate 
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Frome  Rural, 

Nurse  Lye, 

Hemington,  Norton 

Contd. 

Horse  Pond  Farm, 
Faulkland. 

HOSPITALS. 

St.  Philip,  Farlcigh. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  the  area  is  available  as 

follows  :• — 

Bathavon  Rural. 

Keynsham  Urban. 

Frome  Urban  and 
Rural. 

Royal  United 

Bristol  General 

Hospital. 

Hospital. 

Victoria  Hospital, 

National  Hospital  for 

Bristol  Royal 

Frome. 

Rheumatic 

Infirmary. 

Cases  also  referred  to 

Diseases. 

Royal  United 

the  Bath  and  Bristol 

Bath  Ear,  Nose  and 

Hospital,  Bath. 

hospitals  by  local 

Throat  Hospital. 

Bristol  Eye 

practitioners. 

Bath  Eye  Infirmary. 

Infirmary. 

Bath  and  Wessex 

Bristol  Eye 

Children’s 

Dispensary. 

Orthopsedic 

Bristol  Hospital  for 

Hospital. 

Sick  Women 

Forbes  Fraser 

and  Children. 

Hospital. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

There  are  three 

isolation  hospitals  in 

the  area  and  arrange- 

ments  have  been  made  for  the  reception 

of  cases  of  infectious 

disease  as  follows  : — 

Bath  Isolation 

Paulton  Isolation 

Shepton  Mallet 

Hospital. 

Hospital. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

To  receive  cases 

To  receive  cases 

To  receive  all  cases 

from  : — 

from  : — 

from  the  Frome 

Bathampton. 

Camerton. 

Urban  and  Rural 

Batheaston. 

Compton  Dando. 

Districts. 

Bathford. 

Corston. 

Charlcombe. 

Dunkerton. 

Claverton. 

Kelston. 

Combe  Hay. 

Marksbury. 

Englishcombe. 

Newton  St.  Loe. 

Freshford. 

Northstoke. 

Hinton  Charterhouse. 

Priston. 

Monkton  Combe. 

Wellow. 

Southstoke. 

Whitchurch. 

Swainswick. 

All  cases  from  the 

Weston. 

Keynsham  Urban 
District. 
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HOME  VISITING. 

Home  Visiting  is  carried  out  by  two  Health  Visitors,  their 
names  and  districts  being  as  follows  ; — 

Miss  C.  J.  Wood,  30,  Charlton  Road,  Keynsham. 

All  the  Bathavaon  area,  excepting  Whitchurch  and  Compton 
Dando.  All  the  Keynsham  Urban  District.  Norton  St.  Philip, 
Tellisford  and  Farleigh  Hungerford  in  the  Frome  Rural  area. 

Miss  L.  Stickland,  90,  North  Road,  Midsomer  Norton. 

All  Frome  Urban  and  Frome  Rural,  excepting  Norton  St. 
Philip,  Tellisford  and  Farleigh  Hungerford.  Whitchurch  and 
Compton  Dando  in  the  Bathavon  Rural  district. 


EVACUATION. 

The  problems  and  difficulties  which  followed  the  launching 
of  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme  mentioned  in  my  last 
report  were  largely  remedied  during  the  year,  and  owing  to  the 
sustained  efforts  of  billeting  officers  and  the  various  welfare  organisa- 
tions the  scheme  is  running  comparatively  smoothly.  It  is  true 
that  large  numbers  returned  to  their  homes  but  when  one  now 
visits  the  schools  and  sees  the  beneficial  effect  that  the  changed 
environment  has  had  on  both  the  mental  and  physical  condition 
of  the  children  who  have  remained  one  feels  that  the  scheme  has 
had  a greater  measure  of  success  than  was  anticipated  in  the  early 
days. 

An  appreciable  number  of  the  boys  on  reaching  school  leaving 
age  have  been  absorbed  into  various  kinds  of  work  in  the  area, 
chiefly  farm  work,  and  farmers  have  been  loud  in  their  praises 
of  the  manner  in  which  these  boys  have  settled  down  to  everyday 
routine  of  life  on  the  farms. 

This  is,  of  course,  apart  from  the  main  object  of  the  scheme, 
which  is  dispersal  of  the  child  population,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  present  intermittent  nature  of  the  bombing  will  not  blind 
parents  to  the  ever  present  danger  of  more  intensified  raiding 
and  even  invasion  of  our  country. 


OVERSEAS  EVACUATION. 

As  an  extension  of  the  evacuation  scheme  the  Government 
decided  to  co-operate  in  a scheme  for  overseas  evacuation  to  the 
Dominions  and  America.  The  decision  that  parents  now  had  to 
make  was  more  momentous  than  the  first,  as  there  was  no  retracting 
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in  this  case  once  the  children  had  gone.  A large  number  of  children, 
upwards  of  200  for  this  area,  were  medically  examined  and  only 
those  with  a satisfactory  bill  of  health  were  passed.  Fortunately 
perhaps,  from  the  point  of  view  of  those  parents  who  were  wavering 
and  could  not  make  up  their  minds,  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
of  transport  made  it  impossible  to  proceed  with  the  scheme  and  in 
September  after  a very  small  percentage  of  children  had  been 
conveyed  across  the  seas  the  plan  was  discontinued. 


AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

The  A.R.P.  Services  continue  to  flourish  under  the  able  and 
energetie  supervision  of  the  Area  Organiser,  Major  Chappell. 

The  Casualty  Services  maintain  their  high  standard  of  efficiency, 
and  have  had  constant  practices  and  lectures  throughout  the  year. 
It  is  a rather  remarkable  but  none  the  less  gratifying  fact  that 
neither  of  the  first-aid  posts  in  the  area  have  been  called  upon 
to  treat  any  casualties  during  the  year.  Particularly  is  this  so 
in  the  case  of  Keynsham  as,  considering  its  proximity  to  Bristol, 
one  would  have  expected  a considerable  number  of  casualties  to 
have  passed  through  the  aid  post  during  the  many  raids  on  the  Port. 
One  is  happy  in  the  knowledge,  however,  that  these  posts  and 
indeed  all  parts  of  the  area  have  well-trained  teams  of  keen  and 
efficient  personnel  who  are  ready  at  a moment’s  notice  to  deal 
with  any  emergency  which  may  arise. 


BLOOD  TRANSFUSION  SERVICE. 

Numerous  visits  have  been  paid  to  various  parts  of  the  area 
during  the  year  by  units  of  the  Army  Blood  Transfusion  Service. 
As  the  calls  upon  the  Servdee  are  very  great,  the  general  public 
is  asked  to  participate  in  ever  increasing  numbers  in  this  life-saving 
campaign.  The  area  from  which  the  blood  donors  are  drawn  is 
Region  VI 1 of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  which  comprises  the  six 
counties  of  Gloucester,  Somerset,  Wilts,  Dorset,  Devon  and 
Cornwall. 

The  purpose  of  the  Service  is  to  supply  blood  to  the  Army  at 
home  and  overseas,  and  to  civilian  E.M.S.  Hospitals  in  Region  VI 1 
for  the  treatment  of  air-raid  casualties. 

During  the  campaign  in  France  whole  blood  of  Group  O was 
flown  over  from  Bristol,  but  for  the  past  nine  months  or  so  blood 
plasma  has  been  chiefly  employed,  and  this  is  stored  either  in  the 
wet  condition  or  dried  and  sent  overseas,  particularly  to  the  Middle 
East. 


Supplies  of  wet  plasma  are  held  at  all  E.M.S.  Hospitals  in 
Region  VII,  and  were  used  with  great  success  during  the  “ Blitz  ” 
raids  on  Bristol  and  Plymouth. 

The  figures  for  blood  donors  registered  in  the  area  during  the 
year  are  as  follows  ; — 


Keynsham  . . . . . . . . 264 

Keynsham  Paper  Mills  . . . . 85 

Frome  . . . . . . . . . . 130 

J.  W.  Singer  & Sons,  Ltd.  . . . . 98 

A.  Tucker  & Sons,  Ltd.  . . . . 95 

Nunney  and  District  . . . . . . 40 

Wanstrow  and  District  . . . . 58 

Mells  and  District  . . . . . . 84 

Beckington  and  District  . . . . 77 


Total  . . 931 


STATISTICAL  TABLE. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  comparative  Birth  Rates, 
corrected  Death  Rates  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  for  the  com- 
bined Districts  for  the  years  1939  and  1940,  with  the  corresponding 
figures  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  : — 


Birth  Rate. 

Corrected 
Death  Rate. 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate. 

Combined  Districts,  19.39 

13.8 

11.1 

45.2 

England  and  Wales 

1.5 

12.1 

50 

Combined  Districts,  1940 

12.9 

11.9 

51.1 

England  and  Wales 

14.6 

14.3 

55 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  Table  there  is  a drop  of  .9  in  the  Birth 
Rate,  and  an  increase  in  the  general  Death  and  Infantile  Mortality 
Rates  of  .8  and  5.9  respectively.  These  figures  still  compare  very 
favourably,  however,  with  those  of  England  and  Wales,  and  in 
view  of  the  greatly  increased  strain  imposed  on  the  community  by 
war  conditions,  must  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 


Bathavon  Rural  District  Council 


Population,  estimated  1940  . . . . 20,820 

Area  of  the  District  . . . . . . 41,276  acres. 


Number  of  houses  inhabited  according 

to  Rate  Books  . . . . . . 5,952 

Average  Number  of  persons 

per  house  . . . . . . . . 3.5 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny 

Rate  . . . . . . . . £415 

Rateable  Value  . . . . . . . . £100,459 


Chairman  of  the  Council  . . 
Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  . . 

Sanitary  Inspector  . . 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
Designated  Health  Dept.  Clerk  . . 


E.  H.  MORGAN,  Esq.,  J.P. 

P.  M.  WILLCOX,  Esq. 

F.  W.  KELWAY,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert. 

R.S.I.,  and  for  Meat  and 
Food. 

C.  C.  AXFORD,  Cert.S.I.B., 
A.R.,  San.l.,  M.S.I.A. 

H.  C.  L.  MORRIS,  Cert.S.I.B., 
A.R.,  San.l. 

F.  K.  KELWAY. 


COUNCIL  OFFICES, 
GREEN  PARK,  BATH. 


Telephone  : 2822. 
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RAINFALL,  1940. 


Central  Station,  Henrietta  Park. 
N.  Latitude,  51°  23'  8"  5 inch  Gauge. 
W.  Longitude,  2°  21'  14"  O.D.  67  feet. 


Observations 
9 a.m.  daily 
G.M.T. 

Rain  and  Snow 
Total  Depth 
in  Inches. 

Number  of  Days 
on  which 
Rain  fell. 

Greatest  Fall  in 
24  hours 
Depth. 

Date. 

January 

2.19 

10 

.74 

26th 

February 

2.87 

14 

.70 

7th 

March 

2.38 

13 

.57 

13th 

April 

2.06 

21 

.52 

18th 

May 

1.96 

8 

.98 

14th 

June 

.50 

8 

.15 

22nd 

July 

3.43 

19 

.75 

10th 

August 

.07 

2 

.04 

9th 

September  . . 

1.48 

12 

.51 

19th 

October 

3.43 

14 

.59 

16th 

November  . . 

8.17 

20 

1.97 

2nd 

December  . . 

1.28 

13 

.29 

14th 

Totals  . . 

29.82 

154 

— 

— 

Average  Rainfall  ; 31.01"  (70  years  1866-1935). 

Highest  Reading  of  Barometer,  December  17th  : 30.715". 
Lowest  Reading  of  Barometer,  November  12th  : 28.801". 
Maximum  Temperature,  June  8th  ; 83.8°. 

Minimum  Temperature,  January  21st  : 4.7°. 

Mean  Temperature  of  Air  : 49.3°. 

Number  of  Hours  of  Sunshine  : 1707.8. 

Average  Sunshine  : 1,522.8  (35  years). 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 


The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  total  295. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

149 

135 

284 

Illegitimate 

6 

5 

11 

155 

140 

295 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Males. 

Females. 

T otal. 

Legitimate 

7 

8 

15 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

7 8 15 


Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 
mid  1940 

14.07 

Still  Births,  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . . 

48.70 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population 

12.19 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

49.90 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births.  . 

51.83 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages) 

40 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . 

1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  . . 

Nil 
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DEATHS. 

The  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  total 
276,  125  males  and  151  females.  The  following  table  indicates 
the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . . 

1 

3 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Repiratory  System  . . 

3 

2 

5 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— • 

— 

Influenza 

1 

4 

5 

Measles  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph  : Uterus 

I 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

3 

6 

Cancer  of  Breast 



7 

7 

Cancer  of  all  Other  Sites 

15 

10 

25 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

Intra-cran  Vase.  Lesions 

10 

22 

32 

Heart  Disease  . . 

35 

34 

69 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

3 

6 

Bronchitis 

13 

6 

19 

Pneumonia 

2 

9 

11 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

3 

7 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhcea  (under  2 years) 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis 

8 

9 

17 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abort.  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

2 

4 

6 

Congenital  Malformation  Birth  Injury 

1 

5 

6 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accident  . . 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Violent  Causes  . . 

5 

2 

7 

All  Other  Causes 

10 

19 

29 

126 

151 

276 
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Deaths  under  I year  of  age. 

There  were  16  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  10  males 
and  6 females,  divided  as  follows  : — 


Under  1 week  . . 7 i 1-4  weeks  . . 5 

1-6  months  . . 3 1 6-12  months  . . 1 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 

Cases  Admitted 

Total  Deaths. 

Notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Erysipelas 

7 

4 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

97 

79 

— 

Diphtheria 

17 

17 

1 

Measles 

53 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

2 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Meningnitis 

8 

7 

4 

Pneumonia 

9 

— 

11 

Whooping  Cough 

15 

— 

1 

210 

Ill 

18 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

17  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  9 males  and 
8 females.  5 cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified, 
3 males  and  2 females. 


Respiratory 
Non- Respiratory  . . 


Total  Cases 
notified. 


17 

5 


Total 

Deaths. 

5 

1 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  Bathavon  and  Keynsham  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee 
continues  to  do  very  good  work  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Miss 
Date. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  District  Council  supply  the  following  villages  in  the 
District  : — Bathampton,  Bathford,  Cainerton,  Dunkerton,  Hinton 
Charterhouse,  Monkton  Combe,  Upper  Swainswick,  Wellow, 
Shoscombe,  Dunkerton  and  Swinford. 

The  Bath  Corporation  supply  the  following  parts  of  the 
District  : — The  whole  of  Batheaston,  Lower  Swainswick,  Weston, 
Bailbrook,  Lansdown,  St.  Catherine,  Woolley  and  about  40  houses 
at  Bathampton  adjacent  the  Boundary. 

The  Combe  Down  Water  Company  supply  the  whole  of  Combe 
Down,  Freshford,  Southstoke,  Midford,  part  of  Hinton  Charter- 
house,  and  Claverton  (except  for  a few  houses  supplied  by  the 
Skrine  Estate). 

The  West  Gloucester  Water  Company  supply  the  whole  of 
the  Parish  of  Whitchurch,  part  of  Corston,  and  a few  houses  at 
Queen  Charlton. 

Marksbury  is  supplied  by  water  purchased  in  bulk  from  the 
Clutton  Rural  District  Council. 

Peasedown  St.  John  is  supplied  by  water  purchased  in  bulk 
from  the  Norton-Radstock  Urban  District  Council. 

The  villages  of  Stanton  Prior,  Queen  Charlton,  Priston,  North- 
stoke,  Newton  St.  Loe,  Kelston,  Corston,  Burnett  are  supplied  by 
privately  owned  supplies. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Bath  Corporation,  the  Combe  Down 
Water  Company,  the  West  Gloucester  Water  Company,  the  Norton- 
Radstock  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Clutton  Rural  Council 
is  chlorinated. 

During  the  year  22  samples  of  water  were  submitted  to  the 
County  Analyst  for  examination  and  were  reported  satisfactory. 

A new  Diesel  engine  and  pumps  were  installed  at  Bathampton 
during  the  year. 
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HOUSE  REFUSE. 

Your  Authority  remov^es  by  Contract  the  house  refuse  from 
the  following  parishes  : — 

A weekly  collection  from  Batheaston. 

Fortnightly  collections  from  Bathampton,  Monkton  Combe 
(including  Combe  Down),  Swainswick  (Upper  and  Lower),  Freshford, 
Wellow,  Weston,  Whitchurch  and  Peasedown. 

A monthly  collection  from  Bathford,  Southstoke,  Queen 
Charlton,  Marksbury,  Compton  Dando,  Chewton  Keynsham  and 
Stanton  Prior. 

A collection  every  two  months  from  Corston. 

A quarterly  collection  from  Priston. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  the  Contractors  except  from 
Monkton  Combe,  Southstoke  and  Weston.  The  refuse  from  these 
three  parishes  is  taken  by  the  Contractors  to  the  Bath  City 
destructor  works. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

We  have  had  no  trouble  in  any  way  with  smoke  arising  from 
chimneys  and  it  has  therefore  not  been  necessary  for  any  action 
to  be  taken. 


No  evidence  of  the  presence  of  bed  bugs  was  discovered  or 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Authority  during  the  year. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools,  common  lodging-houses 
or  licensed  camping  sites  within  the  district. 


INDUSTRIES. 

The  chief  industries  are  Paper  Making,  Flock  Manufacture, 
Coal  Mining,  Plasticine  Making,  Fullers  Earth,  Stone  Quarrying, 
Lime  Kilns  and  Agriculture. 

Inspections  of  Workshops  . . . . . . 22 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  . . . . . . 14 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  district. 
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SEWERAGE. 

During  the  year  extensions  to  sewers  were  made  at  Whitchurch, 
Swainswick  amd  Lansdown. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Batli  and  Bristol  Corporations  for 
the  treatment  of  sewage  from  the  parishes  of  Bathford,  Batheaston, 
Bathampton,  Claverton,  Monkton  Combe,  Swainswick,  Weston 
and  Whitchurch  continues  to  give  satisfaction. 

Our  Low  Level  Pumping  Plant  at  Batheaston  also  gave  com- 
plete satisfaction. 


MILK. 

Number  of  Producers  on  the  Register  . . . . 150 

Number  of  Distributors  divided  as  follows  : — 

Distributors  only  . . , . . . . . . . 18 

Distributors  who  are  also  Producers  . . . . 86 

There  are  40  farms  producing  Accredited  Milk  and  9 farms 
producing  Tuberculin  Tested. 

129  Accredited,  43  Tuberculin  Tested,  2 Pasteurised,  and  10 
samples  for  tubercle  bacilli  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst. 

Three  Licences  were  issued  to  Graded  Milk  Distributors. 
Pateurising  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Supplementary  Pasteurised  . . . . . . 1 

Bottling  Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . . . 1 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES,  Etc. 

There  are  11  Licensed  slaughterhouses  in  this  district. 

Owing  to  the  present  centralisation  of  slaughtering  none  of 
these  slaughterhouses  are  being  used.  A number  of  carcases  were 
inspected,  the  animals  having  been  killed  for  home  consumption. 

During  inspections  made  at  retail  meat  shops  3 cwts.  4 lbs.  of 
meat  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

By  the  Local  Authority  . . , . . . . . . . Nil 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  without  State  assistance  . . 24 


24 


Housing  Inspections. 

Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . 46 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . . . 84 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . . . 33 

Housing  Action. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  their  officers  . . . . . . . . 32 

Number  of  houses  demolished  . . . . . . , . Nil 
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Keynsham  Urban  District  Council 


Population,  estimated  1940 

7,167 

Area  of  the  District  . . 

4,170  acres. 

Number  of  houses  inhabited  according  to  Rate 
Books 

2,100 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

4.00 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£203 

Rateable  Value 

£50,500 

Chairman  of  the  Council 

H. 

S.  RADCLIFFE,  Esq.,J.P.,  C.C. 

Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  . . 

G. 

E.  CHAPPELL,  Esq.,  J.P. 

Sanitary  Inspector 

H. 

W.  ARGILE,  M.I.M.  & Cy.E., 

A.R.S.I. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 

D. 

F.  G.  LOCKYEAR. 

COUNCIL  OFFICES, 
KEYNSHAM. 

'Phone  : Keynsham  291. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  total  104. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Legitimate  . . . . . . 52  51  103 

Illegitimate  ......  1 — 1 

53  51  104 

Still  Births. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Legitimate  ......  5 1 6 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . — — — 

5 1 6 

Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 

mid  1940  14.37 

Still  Births,  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . . 55.05 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  11.94 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . . . 79.61 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . . 71.46 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

(one  birth  and  one  death)  . . . . . . . . 1000 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  . . . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Other  Puerperal  Causes  . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . 9 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . . . Nil 
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DEATHS. 

The  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  total 
93,  53  males  and  40  females.  The  following  table  indicates  the 
cause  of  death  : — 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

■ 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

4 

1 

5 

Other  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

Measles  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis  . . 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph  : Uterus 



— 

— 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

— 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

— 

. 

Cancer  of  all  Other  Sites 

4 

3 

7 

Diabetes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Intra-cran.  Vase.  Lesions 

3 

7 

10 

Heart  Disease 

16 

4 

20 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

— 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

4 

4 

8 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

— 

I 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

4 

6 

Nephritis  . . . . . . . . ' . . 

3 

1 

4 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abort.  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

1 

2 

3 

Congenital  Malformation  Birth  Injury 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

Road  Traffic  Accident  . . 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes  . . 

2 

2 

4 

All  Other  Causes 

3 

1 

4 

53 

40 

93 

31 


Deaths  under  I year  of  age. 

There  were  9 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  5 males 
and  4 females,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  . . 7 1-4  weeks  . . . . 1 

1-6  months  . . 1 6-12  months  . . — 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disea.se. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

8 

— 

Diphtheria 

19 

18 

— 

Measles 

11 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 
Cerebro  Spinal 

2 

— 

Meningitis 

*5 

■•>=5 

1 

Pneumonia 

3 

— 

5 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

19 

— 

— 

80 

31 

7 

* This  includes  3 Non-Civilian  Cases. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


9 cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  5 males  and  4 
females,  3 cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  all 
females. 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 


T otal  Cases.  T otal 

notified.  Deaths. 

9 5 

3 — 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulation,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


The  Bathavon  and  Keynsham  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee 
continues  to  do  very  good  work  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Miss 
Date. 
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KEYNSHAM  INFANT  WELFARE  CLINIC. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  inaugurated  on  23rd  of  October, 
1939,  primarily  for  the  benefit  of  evacuee  mothers  and  their  babies 
is  now  established  as  one  of  the  County  Welfare  Centres  and  con- 
tinues to  be  held  weekly  at  the  Social  Welfare  Hut.  The  enthusiasm 
of  the  local  mothers  and  continued  valuable  assistance  rendered 
by  the  voluntary  lady  helpers  together  with  the  painstaking  work 
of  the  doctors  and  nurses  is  reflected  in  the  monthly  attendance 
figures,  which  are  as  follows  : — 

Attendances. 


Keynsham. 

Evacuees. 

Total. 

January 

42 

9 

51 

Eebruary 

53 

11 

64 

March 

44 

3 

47 

April 

88 

7 

95 

May  

99 

11 

no 

June 

96 

14 

no 

July  

78 

6 

84 

August  . . 

86 

— 

86 

September 

77 

1 

78 

October 

123 

29 

152 

Novembe' 

95 

19 

114 

December 

56 

8 

64 

Totals  on  the  Register  at 

the  beginning  of  the  year 

54 

20 

74 

Totals  on  the  Register  at 
the  end  of  the  year  . . 

174 

25 

199 

KEYNSHAM  NURSERY  SCHOOL. 

Under  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1936  (Board  of  Education 
Circular  1495)  the  Urban  District  Council  were  authorised  to  make 
provision  for  a Nursery  Centre  for  evacuated  children  under  5 
years  of  age.  The  need  for  such  a centre  was  immediately  recognised 
by  Mrs.  Hickling,  the  local  billeting  officer,  and  under  her  able 
and  energetic  guidance  the  centre  was  early  in  operation.  This 
immediate  action  was  rendered  possible  as  Keynsham  is  fortunate 
in  having  as  one  of  its  residents  Mrs.  Gore-Browne,  of  Ellsbridge 
House,  Bath  Road.  This  lady  has  given  a great  deal  of  time  and 
thought  to  the  many  problems  of  social  welfare,  particularly  to  the 
welfare  of  the  children  in  our  midst,  and  as  a direct  result  of  her 
efforts  Keynsham  possesses  one  of  the  best  war-time  Nursery 
Schools  in  the  country.  To  achieve  this  object  it  was  necessary 
for  her  to  adapt  her  own  residence  for  the  purpose,  and  the  result 
she  has  obtained  reflects  the  greatest  credit  on  her  powers  of 
organisation  and  her  ability  to  appreciate  the  real  function  of 
such  a school  which  is  not  merely  to  safeguard  the  welfare  of  the 
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children,  but  also  to  act  as  guide,  philospher  and  friend  to  tlu- 
^mothers,  and  make  it  possible  for  them  to  obtain  useful  employment 
in  one  of  the  several  war  industries  in  the  area.  In  addition,  she 
undertakes  the  supervision  and  training  of  the  general  staff  under 
her  care.  This  staff  consists  of  one  qualified  teacher  and  three 
probationers  for  the  nursery  school,  one  person  in  charge  of  the 
creche  and  two  probationers,  one  cook  and  one  general  cleaner. 

Ellsbridge  House  is  a fairly  large  house  of  20  rooms,  situated 
some  80  yards  off  the  main  Bath-Bristol  road,  and  is  surrounded 
by  24  acres  of  vegetable  and  fruit  gardens,  lawns  and  fields. 
Practically  the  whole  of  this  accommodation  is  now  being  used 
for  the  nursery  school.  Parents  who  avail  themselves  of  the 
services  offered  here  are  indeed  fortunate  in  the  knowledge  that 
such  an  excellent  foundation  is  being  laid  for  the  future  safe- 
guarding of  their  children’s  health,  as  a glance  at  the  following 
brief  description  of  the  premises  will  show  : — 

The  Top  Floor  consists  of  large  sleeping  dormitory,  a play 
corridor  for  exercise,  and  a second  day  dormitory  to  accommodate 
10  children  between  2 and  3 years  of  age  who  like  to  sleep  longer 
than  the  others,  a bedroom  for  2 probationer  nurses,  large  wash- 
room, store-room  with  reserve  food,  toys  and  linen  cupboard. 

The  Middle  Floor  contains  staff  bathroom,  treatment  room 
(also  used  as  a Sick  Baj^)  with  Homesun  artificial  sunlight  lamp 
and  scales. 

The  Ground  Floor  comprises  large  schoolroom  facing  south 
with  piano,  french  windows  to  the  verandah  and  children’s  garden. 
This  comprises  a wide  paved  verandah  for  outdoor  meals,  wide 
stretch  of  gravel  for  wet  weather  playing,  flower  beds,  play  shrub- 
beries and  woodland  copse  with  see-saw,  swing,  small  trapeze, 
balancing  board  and  water  tubs  for  sailing  boats,  climbing  frame 
and  sand  pit.  There  is  also  a large  playroom,  fitted  with  toy  shop 
and  roundabout  for  4 children.  The  large  kitchen  on  this  floor 
contains  an  “ Aga  ” cooker,  large  storing  cupboards  and  all  general 
facilities. 

In  the  Basement  there  are  two  stone  vaulted  air  raid  shelters 
comfortably  furnished  and  provided  with  boxes  of  tovs,  sweets, 
first-aid  box  and  emergency  rations. 

The  children  are  left  at  the  school  by  the  parents  each  morning 
at  8.45  a.m.,  but  where  difficulty  is  experienced  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  them  to  be  left  at  the  First  Aid  Post  in  Temple 
Street,  or  the  Church  Rooms,  near  the  factory  gates  in  Station 
Road,  and  they  are  conveyed  from  there  to  the  school  by  car. 
This  arrangement  has  the  added  advantage  that  any  case  of 
incipient  illness  among  the  children  can  be  removed  straight  away 
to  the  Sick  Bay  without  causing  the  parent  any  inconvenience. 

Excellent  meals  are  provided  for  the  children  at  the  Nursery 
School,  for  which  the  parents  pay  a small  nominal  sum. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

HOUSING. 

The  continuation  of  hostilities  has  stopped  all  building  of 
houses,  and  the  few  that  have  been  completed  during  the  year 
were  in  course  of  erection  before  the  outbreak  of  war. 

Regular  inspections  have  also  been  curtailed,  but  urgent 
matters  have  been  dealt  with  and  serious  defects  in  property 
remedied  by  informal  action. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  without  State 
assistance  : 15. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  chief  industries  are  still  the  manufacture  of  chocolate 
and  cocoa,  paper  and  envelopes,  but  a few  other  industries  have 
been  established  as  a result  of  the  war.  These  have,  of  course, 
absorbed  all  available  labour. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk  Supply. 

Examination  of  milk  samples  is  undertaken  by  the  County 
Council,  but  19  samples  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Orders  and  7 for  tubercle  bacilli  have  been  collected  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  on  their  behalf. 

Periodical  inspection  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  is  also  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Primary  Registration  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Orders  is  mainly  carried  out  by  the  County  Council,  but  the  follow- 
ing licences  for  using  Special  Designations  have  been  issued  by 
your  Council  ; — 

1.  Pasteuriser’s  Licence. 

3.  Supplementary  Licences. 

3.  Dealers’  Licences. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

On  the  15th  January,  1940,  the  Control  of  Meat  and  Livestock 
Order  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  came  into  force,  which  stopped  the 
normal  use  of  the  local  slaughterhouses.  All  slaughtering  for  the 
Urban  Area  is  now  carried  out  at  Bath  at  the  Ministry  of  Food’s 
Depot.  During  inspections  carried  out  prior  to  this  date  and 
subsequently  at  butchers’  shops,  a total  of  H cwt.  of  meat  was 
condemned  as  unfit  for  food. 

Premises  where  food  is  prepared  ha\T  been  inspected  from 
time  to  time.  There  are  now  22  such  premises  which  are  registered 
under  the  Food  and  Drug  Act,  1938. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if 
known)  . . 

3 

9 

30 

3 

Number  inspected. . 

3 



9 

} 

— 

30 

3 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

^ 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned . . 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  if  which 
some  part  or  or- 
gan was  con- 
demned . . 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than 
tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned . . 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 

demned  . . 

2 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

tuberculosis 

16.6 

— 

— 

— 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Nature  of  Inspection. 


No.  of 
Visits. 


' Drainage  . . . . . . . . 13 

Factories  (including  Bakehouses)  8 

Public  Conveniences  . . . . 11 


GENERAL  , 

Refuse  Disposal 

7 

SANITATION  1 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

9 

Water  Sampling  . . 

6 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

11 

^ Miscellaneous 

6 

f Under  Public  Health  Acts 

11 

HOUSING  =! 

Under  Housing  Acts 
Overcrowding 

5 

1 

^ Miscellaneous 

3 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

' Inquiries  into  Cases 
Disinfection 
_ Miscellaneous 

39 

43 

9 

' Slaughterhouses,  etc. 

20 

MEAT  & FOOD  ^ 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

20 

1 

^ Milk  Samples 

21 

f Informal  served 

4 

NOTICES  ^ 

Informal  complied  with  . . 

4 

^ Statutory  . . 
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Frome  Urban  District  Council 


Population,  estimated  1940 
Area  of  the  District  . . 

Number  of  houses  inhabited  according  to  Rate 
Books 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 
Rateable  Value 


11,920 
1,194  acres. 

3,269 

3.6 

£254  9s.  lid. 
£63,543 


Chairman  of  the  Council  . . 

Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes 
Committee 


O.  L.  SEWARD,  Esq.,  J.P. 
H.  M.  SCOTT,  Esq. 


Sanitary  Inspector 


A.  I.  BELL,  Cert.S.I.E.J.B., 


NURSE  WHITE 

(Appointed  September,  1939,  under  Government  Evacuation  Scheme). 


PUBLIC  OFFICES, 
FROME. 


Telephone  : Frome  48. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. 

The  number  of  live  birtlis  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  total  141. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate  . . . . . . 75 

62 

137 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . 3 

1 

4 

78 

63 

141 

Still  Births. 

M ales. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate  . . . . . . — 

2 

2 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 

mid  1940 

. . 

10.99 

Still  Births,  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . . 

15.04 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  average  population 

11.25 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

• 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

. . . . 

42.69 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . . 

43.94 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages) 

17 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Nil 

,.  „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of 

age)  . . 

Nil 

42 


DEATHS. 

The  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  total 
156,  68  males,  and  88  females.  The  following  table  indicates  the 
cause  of  death  : — 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

— 

1 

1 * 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

— 

3 

3 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Influenza 

4 

— 

4 

Measles  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Oesoph  : Uterus 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

3 

3 

6 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  all  Other  Sites 

3 

5 

8 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

Intra-cran.  Vase.  Lesions 

10 

9 

19 

Heart  Disease  . . 

16 

26 

42 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

2 

2 

4 

Bronchitis 

3 

9 

12 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

3 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis 

3 

4 

7 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abort.  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

— 

■ 

— 

Congenital  Malformation  Birth  Injury 

2 

3 

5 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Violent  Causes  . . 

— 

2 

2 

.■\11  Other  Causes 

14 

12 

26 

68 

88 

156 
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Deaths  under  I year  of  age. 

There  were  7 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  2 males 
and  5 females,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  . . 3 1-4  weeks  . . . . 1 

1-6  months  . . 3 6-12  months  . . — 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 

Cases  Admitted 

Total  Deaths. 

Erysipelas 

Notified. 

3 

to  Hospital. 
1 



Scarlet  Fever 

55 

27 

— 

Diphtheria 

10 

9 

— 

Measles 

5 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

2 

— ■ 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis 

*2 

*2 

_ 

Pneumonia 

10 

2 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

tl 

tl 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

— 

• 

93 

42 

3 

* Non-Civilian  Cases  f Evacuee. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


4 cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  all  males, 
and  1 male  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 


Total  Cases 
notified. 

4 

1 


Total 

Deaths. 

1 

3 


SICK  BAY,  WHITEWELL  ROAD. 

Aftr  continuing  throughout  the  year  on  a more  or  less 
temporary  and  somewhat  unsatisfactory  basis,  the  treatment 
centre  at  the  old  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  established  as  a Sick 
Bay,  following  very  strong  representation  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
While  far  from  ideal  for  the  purpose  the  premises  were  the  only 
ones  available  in  the  Area,  and  as  the  need  for  a Sick  Bay  was  so 
vital,  one  had  no  option  but  to  urge  their  adoption  as  such. 
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All  equipment  necessary  has  been  installed,  and  the  medical 
staff  consists  of  2 resident  nurses,  with  one  of  the  local  doctors  on 
call  when  required. 

Good  work  has  been  done  throughout  the  year  as  regards 
both  in-patient  and  out-patient  treatment,  and  special  thanks  are 
due  to  Mr.  Bell,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  the  continued  interest 
he  has  taken  in  the  general  working  of  the  establishment. 

107  children,  drawn  from  the  Frome  Urban,  Frome  Rural, 
Bathavon  Rural,  Glutton  Rural  and  Keynsham  Urban  Districts, 
received  in-patient  treatment.  These  were  chiefly  cases  of  Scabies, 
Impetigo  and  Enuresis,  the  numbers  being  as  follows  : — 

Scabies  . . . . . . . . 53 

Impetigo  . . . . . . . . 6 

Enuresis  . . . . . , . . 13 

Other  Causes  . . . . . . . . 35 

53  children  were  treated  as  out-patients  for  mild  scabies, 
septic  sores,  verminous  heads,  etc.  During  the  year  the  number 
of  patient  days  was  2,883. 

In  addition,  15  mothers  and  their  30  children  were  accom- 
modated for  various  reasons  (chiefly  vermin)  in  the  main  old 
Isolation  Hospital  building,  and  on  the  occasion  of  the  reception 
of  Evacuees  from  Hastings  92  men,  women  and  children  received 
food  and  shelter  there  for  one  night,  and  70  for  two  nights. 

Numerous  adverse  criticisms  were  received  from  various 
quarters  during  the  year  from  people  who  could  not,  or  would  not, 
appreciate  the  difficulties  under  which  one  was  working,  but  the 
fact  remains  that  the  results  obtained  were  excellent.  Of  all  the 
children  treated  as  in-patients,  and  the  ages  of  these  varied  from 
2 years  to  15  years,  not  a single  one  developed  even  a cold  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  country  generally  was  visited  by  minor 
epidemics  of  such  diseases  as  Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles  from  time 
to  time.  I think,  therefore,  that  the  staff  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  obtaining  these  results  while  working  under  such  difficult 
circumstances. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  1940. 

Milk. 

There  are  17  producers  of  milk  in  the  district,  11  also  being 
distributors.  Fourteen  distributors  obtain  their  milk  from  pro- 
ducers, and  there  are  10  registered  distributors  who  produce  their 
milk  in  the  Rural  Areas. 

The  registered  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  all  been  visited 
during  the  year,  at  least  once,  and  on  three  occasions  it  was  necessary 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  occupiers  of  cowsheds  to  the  need  for 
regular  limewashing. 


Four  producers  arc  licensed  by  tlie  Somerset  County  Council 
to  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  and  one  to  produce  Accredited 
Milk.  In  addition  the  Frome  Urban  District  Council  have  issued 
one  licence  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  and  three  Supplementary- 
Licences  to  retail  Designated  Milk  in  the  Urban  area.  Four  samples 
of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year. 


Bakehouses. 

There  are  18  bakehouses  in  regular  use  in  the  district,  and  in 
most  cases  modern  ovens  have  been  installed. 

All  the  premises  were  visited  twice  during  the  year,  and  the 
requirements  relating  to  limewashing,  cleanliness,  etc.,  have  been 
well  carried  out. 

Food  Premises. 

All  food  premises  in  the  area  have  been  visited  during  the 
year,  and  leaflets  were  provided  setting  out  the  requirements  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  drawing  attention  to  the  need 
for  cleanliness  in  the  handling  of  food. 


Meat  Inspection. 

On  the  15th  January,  1940,  the  slaughtering  of  animals  in- 
tended for  human  consumption  came  under  the  direct  control  of 
the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  since  that  date  slaughtering  in  Frome 
has  been  carried  out  at  (1)  Messrs.  J.  Lewis’s  Slaughterhouse, 
Whittox  Lane,  and  (2)  the  Slaughterhouse  in  Merchant’s  Barton, 
taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  business  carried  out  at  Whittox  Lane  has  shown  little 
change,  as  pigs  only  are  killed  there,  for  bacon,  as  heretofore,  and 
the  premises,  etc.,  are  very  satisfactory. 

The  slaughterhouse  in  Merchant’s  Barton,  although  not  ideal, 
is  very  suitable,  being  lofty,  large,  well  ventilated,  well  lit  and 
having  excellent  lairage  accommodation  and  a field  adjoining.  It 
is  in  a good  position  away  from  dwellinghouses  and  off  a main 
road,  and  its  only  real  drawback  is  its  close  proximity  to  several 
factories.  This  slaughterhouse  served  the  Urban  Districts  of 
Frome  and  Shepton  Mallet  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Frome  and 
Shepton  Mallet,  and  inspections  made  there  daily  took  up  a very 
considerable  anount  of  time.  As  far  as  was  possible  during  a 
difficult  year,  endeavour  was  made  to  inspect  all  carcases  killed, 
especially  beasts  and  pigs.  At  times  the  slaughterhouse  was  over- 
worked, and  when  crowded  with  hanging  carcases,  offals,  hides, 
etc.,  inspection  was  made  extremely  difficult,  but  with  the  aid  of 
a very  capable  and  efficient  slaughterhouse  manager  these  diffi- 
culties were  surmounted. 
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Tlie  arrangements  for  the  handling  and  transport  of  meat 
from  tlie  slaughterhouse  caused  considerable  anxiety  during  the 
year,  and  it  was  necessary  on  several  occasions  to  draw  attention 
to  the  need  for  greater  care  and  cleanliness  in  handling  meat  and 
cleansing  the  vans.  As  a result  of  these  efforts  and  with  the  whole- 
hearted assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  Meat  Distribution 
Manager,  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year,  although  not  absolutely 
satisfactory,  had  undoubtedly  improved. 

The  number  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  was  : — 
1,178  beasts,  781  calves,  3,787  pigs,  3,476  sheep. 

As  a result  of  these  inspections  the  following  carcases,  and 
parts  of  carcases  and  organs  were  found  to  be  diseased  and  unfit 


for  human  consumption 

: — 

Beasts. 

Pigs. 

Carcases  and  viscera  . . 

27 

Carcases 

. . 61 

Hindquarters  . . 

6 

Heads 

. . 267 

Forequarters  . . 

12 

Plucks 

. . 112 

Heads  . . 

37 

Hindquarters 

4 

Lungs  . . 

68 

Pork  (bruised) 

. . 81 

Livers  . . 

359 

Livers  (part  of) 

68 

Mesenteries 

28 

Kidneys 

2 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Carcases 

8 

Carcases 

4 

Veal  (bruised,  etc.) 

39  lbs. 

Organs 

. . 306 

In  addition  1 imported  lamb,  165  lbs.  imported  beef  (bone 
taint),  2 tins  of  ham,  23^  lbs.  of  bacon,  28  lbs.  of  mackerel  were 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were  surrendered. 

River  Pollution. 

Investigations  were  made  with  the  help  of  the  Assistant 
County  Sanitary  Inspector  into  a suspected  case  of  river  pollution 
in  June,  when  a number  of  dead  fish  were  found  in  the  River  Frome 
between  Walbridge  and  the  Market  Place,  but  despite  careful 
inspection  of  all  possible  sources  of  pollution,  no  definite  evidence 
was  found,  and  no  further  complaints  were  received. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

In  one  instance  the  attention  of  the  occupier  of  business 
premises  was  called  to  the  provisions  relating  to  Smoke  Abatement, 
and  no  further  cause  for  complaint  was  made. 


47 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  town  were  regularly 
inspected,  and  were  well  conducted. 

Army  Billets,  etc. 

Numerous  visits  were  made  to  Army  billets  during  the  year, 
and  where  defects  were  found  they  were  reported  to  the  appropriate 
Officer  for  action. 

The  number  of  bucket  latrines  in  the  town  was  considerable, 
but  constant  inspection  resulted  in  their  being  regularly  emptied 
and  cleansed.  It  is  hoped  that  the  number  of  bucket  latrines  will 
be  decreased,  and  more  advantage  taken  of  the  water-borne  system 
of  disposal. 

Following  cases  of  infectious  disease  amongst  troops  disinfection 
was  carried  out,  and  arrangements  were  also  made  for  the  dis- 
infection and  disinfestation  of  Army  clothing,  bedding,  etc.  During 
the  year  2,313  articles  of  Army  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  were  dis- 
infected at  the  Council’s  Disinfector.  In  addition,  hot  baths  were 
provided,  under  the  supervision  of  an  N.C.O.  for  several  Army 
cases  of  Scabies,  at  the  Sick  Bay. 

Sewage  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

The  town  sewers  serve  practically  the  whole  of  the  district. 
and  with  the  exception  of  a few  isolated  properties,  all  houses  in  the 
district  are  connected  to  the  sewerage  system,  which  conveys  the 
sewage  to  the  Outfall  Works  and  Purification  Works  at  Spring 
Gardens. 

The  Works  comprise  detritus  tanks,  septic  tanks,  primarv 
and  continuous  fine  grain  filters,  which  have  worked  satisfactorily 
during  the  year. 

The  domestic  refuse  is  collected  by  the  Council’s  staff  of  work- 
man twice  weekly  from  the  centre  of  the  town  and  each  week  from 
the  remainder  of  the  district. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  is  taken  to  the  Destructor  where  it 
is  used  in  raising  steam  for  pumping  the  sewage  from  the  pump 
wells  to  the  Purification  Works  for  treatment. 

Water. 

The  supply  continues  to  be  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 
The  analyses  during  the  year  have  been  quite  satisfactory  and  a 
full  supply  of  water  service  was  maintained. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  chief  industries  in  the  town  are  the  Cloth  (2),  Breweries  (2), 
Rubber  Works,  Printing  Works,  and  Metal  Works.  The  town  is 
a centre  of  an  agricultural  district,  and  a Cattle  Market  is  held 
weekly.  The  extent  of  unemployment  was  inconsiderable. 


Frome  Rural  District  Council. 


Population,  estimated  1940  . . . . . . 10,810 

Area  of  the  District  . . . . . . . . 51,933  acres. 

Number  of  houses  inhabited  according  to  Rate 

Books  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,248 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  . . . . 3.5 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . . . £154 

Rateable  Value  . . . . . . . . . . £36,976 


Chairman  of  the  Council  . . 

Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes 
Committee 

Sanitary  Inspector  . . 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 

PUBLIC  OFFICES, 

FROME. 

Telephone  : Frome  25. 


W.  M.  JONES,  Esq. 

W.  M.  JONES,  Esq. 

H.  L.  BURT.  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I., 
C.  Meat  & Foods  I., 
C.S.I.E.B.  (Lond.). 

V.  C.  S.  ROBEY,  C.R.S.l. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. 


The  number  of  live  births  registered, 
outward  transfers,  total  134. 

adjusted  for  inward  and 

Males. 

Females. 

T otal. 

Legitimate  . . 

75 

54 

129 

Illegitimate  . . 

2 

3 

5 

77 

57 

134 

Still  Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate  . . 

4 

4 

8 

Illegitimate  . . 

1 

— 

1 

5 4 9 


Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 

mid  1940  12.21 

Still  Births,  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . . 57.14 

Death  Rate,  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  12.47 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — ■ 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . . . 32.46 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . . 33.72 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  . . . . . . . . 1 

,,  ,,  Other  Puerperal  Causes  . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . 16 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . 1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . . . Nil 
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DEATHS. 

The  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  total 
155,  76  males,  and  79  females.  The  following  table  indicates  the 
cause  of  death  : — 


Typhoid  Fever  . . 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . 
Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 
Syphilitic  Diseases 
Influenza 
Measles  . . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis  . . 

Cancer  of  Oesoph  : Uterus 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . 

Cancer  of  Breast 

Cancer  of  all  Other  Sites 

Diabetes  . . 

Intra-cran.  Vase.  Lesions 
Heart  Disease  . . 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis 

Purperal  and  Post  Abort.  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  Causes 
Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Malformation  Birth  Injury 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  Violent  Causes  . . 

All  Other  Causes 


Male.  Female 


Total. 


5 


1 


1 1 
1 6 


2 3 

1 1 


1 

1 

1 


3 


26 


1 

1 

6 


3 


5 


1 

2 

2 

6 

6 

2 


29 


55 


3 

4 


1 


4 

10 

8 

1 


3 


1 


1 


3 

1 


1 

1 


3 


1 


1 

1 

3 


1 

1 


2 1 

7 11 


1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

18 


76 


79  I 155 
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Deaths  under  I year  of  age. 

There  were  5 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  4 males 
and  1 female,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  , . 2 1-4  weeks  . . 1 

1-6  months  . . 1 6-12  months  . . 1 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 

Cases  Admitted 

Total  ]i)eaths. 

Notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

6 

— 

Diphtheria 

15 

14 

1 

Measles 

19 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal 

Meningitis 

*5 

*5 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

8 

58 

26 

13 

* This  includes  1 Non-Civilian  Case. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

2 Cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  1 Pulmonary  and  1 Non- 
Pulmonary,  both  female. 

Total  Cases  Total 

notified.  Deaths. 

Respiratory  ......  1 6 

Non-Respiratory  ......  1 • — 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 
Water  Supplies. 

Leigh-on-Mendip. — No  serious  shortage  of  water  was 

experienced  with  this  supply,  although  the  summer  was  a dry  one, 
but  inconvenience  was  felt  by  a few  consumers  at  high  points  on 
the  main,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  summer  some  regulation  of 
the  supply  was  resorted  to.  The  Hydrostsat  at  Tadhill  continued 
to  function  satisfactorily  until  the  onset  of  the  dry  period,  when 
the  yield  of  the  spring  fell  and  the  amount  delivered  to  the  reservoir 
was  insufficient  to  meet  all  demands. 
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Coleford. — No  difficulty  was  experienced  with  this  supply 
during  the  year,  and  although  the  spring  fell  considerably,  a constant 
supply  was  maintained  tliroughout  the  dry  period. 

Mells. — Although  the  yield  from  these  springs  fell  considerably, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  post  warning  notices,  no  real  shortage  of 
water  was  felt.  The  usual  inconvenience  to  the  tenants  of  the 
Council  Houses  was  experienced  owing  to  the  loss  of  pressure  and 
they  had  to  resort  to  fetching  water  from  taps  at  a lower  level. 

Wanstow. — The  yield  of  these  springs  fell  considerably  and 
turning  off  at  night  had  to  be  resorted  to,  and  by  this  means  a 
reasonable  supply  to  the  village  was  maintained. 

Nunney. — -This  supply  has  again  maintained  its  admirable 
reputation  and  given  a constant  supply  of  high  quality  water 
throughout  the  year.  The  work  which  I have  carried  out  to  the 
system  over  a period  of  time  has  been  instrumental  in  eliminating 
breakdowns  which  were  at  one  time  experienced. 

Norton  St.  Philip,  Rode,  Beckington  and  Standerwick  Regional 
Supply. — These  works  have  provided  a continuous  supply  to  the 
large  area  served,  and  no  serious  troubles  have  been  experienced. 
The  total  amount  of  water  pumped  to  the  mains  during  the  year 
was  nearly  7|  million  gallons,  or  equivalent  to  20,000  gallons  per 
day.  This  is  well  over  double  the  quantity  pumped  during  the 
preceding  year. 

Lower  Vobster. — As  a result  of  quarrying  operations  in  the 
neighbourhood,  the  underground  spring  which  has  provided  a 
supply  to  this  hamlet  for  some  years,  unfortunately  disappeared 
and  after  unsuccessful  efforts  to  recover  it  again,  negotiations 
were  entered  into  with  the  Norton-Radstock  U.D.C.  and  ultimately 
they  consented  to  an  extension  of  the  supply  from  the  main  at 
Upper  Vobster. 

Quarterly  Analyses. — The  sampling  of  water  from  the  Council’s 
supplies  has  been  regularly  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  samples 
aubmitted  to  the  County  Analyst. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

Coleford. — The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Coleford  have  re- 
ceived regular  attention,  and  the  final  effluent  from  them  has  been 
satisfactory.  A number  of  new  connections  of  house  drains  have 
been  made  and  progress  in  this  direction  is  satisfactory. 

Nunney. — These  works  have  received  regular  attention  and 
no  complaints  have  been  received  in  regard  to  them. 


Rode. — The  new  sewage  disposal  works  were  put  into  operation  . 
during  the  year,  but  owing  to  the  very  large  and  varying  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  sewage,  considerable  difficulty  is  being  experienced 
in  dealing  with  it. 

Refuse  Collection. 

A monthly  collection  of  indestructible  house  refuse  is  now 
carried  out  over  practically  the  whole  of  the  area,  but  at  Coleford 
a weekly  collection  of  the  whole  of  the  house  refuse  is  made. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

Activities  in  regard  to  this  matter  have  been  considerably 
stimulated  during  the  year  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  a 
large  amount  of  time  has  been  devoted  in  endeavouring  to  make 
farmers  and  the  public  in  general  realise  the  importance  of  this 
matter.  The  Council  agreed  to  the  purchase  and  distribution  of 
rat  poison  free  to  all  persons  in  the  area,  and  as  a result  a considerable 
quantity  of  poison  has  been  disposed  of. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  instance  of  bug  infestation  were  noted  during  the  year, 
and  I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  district  remains  free  from  these 
pests. 

Milk  Supply. 

Regular  visits  of  inspection  to  farms  and  dairies  were  made 
during  the  year  and  where  necessary,  informal  action  taken  was 
found  sufficient  to  deal  with  all  matters  arising. 

Twenty-nine  samples  from  Tuberculin  Tested  Producers,  and 
117  samples  from  Accredited  Producers  were  taken  on  behalf  of 
the  County  Council  and  the  samples  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst.  In  addition  12  samples  were  taken  for  examination 
for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  86  Accredited  and  15  T.T- 
Producers,  which  is  an  increase  of  4 licensed  producers  over  the 
previous  year. 

Number  of  producers  on  the  Register,  382. 

Number  of  distributors  on  the  Register  : — 

(«)  Distributors  only,  3. 

(6)  Distributors  who  are  also  producers,  69. 

Number  of  licensed  Milk  Distributors,  5 ; T.T.  Bottling,  1 ; 
-Accredited  Bottling,  3 ; Supplementary  Pasteurising,  1. 
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Food  Premises. 

All  food  premises  have  been  visited  and  inspected,  and  a 
Circular  issued  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  distributed 
to  every  shop-keeper  drawing  attention  to  the  necessity  for 
scrupulous  cleanliness  in  the  handling  and  preparation  of  food- 
stuffs. 

Housing. 

Under  the  Housing  Acts  it  has  not  been  possible  under  war 
conditions  to  maintain  the  progress  of  recent  years,  but  nevertheless 
all  matters  arising  from  housing  defects  and  nuisances  have  been 
satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

General. 

Owing  to  the  large  and  varied  responsibilities  in  connection 
with  war  emergency  measures  which  have  been  thrown  upon  the 
Sanitary  and  Water  Department,  a very  considerable  amount  of 
tini2  has  had  to  be  devoted  to  these  matters. 


